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The Dual Impact of Confucianism

on East Asian Integration
Wang Qiubin®

Abstract: Culture, especially common culture, has a very important role in the
process of regional integration. Confucian culture is a kind of symbolic culture in East
Asia, and is one of the cultural sources of many countries in this area. It also is the
cultural basis of East Asian consciousness and an important label which distinguishes
East Asia from the West civilization. As the regional common culture basis, Confucian
culture is one of important condition to promote East Asian integration. The idea of

harmony, trust, containment, --- in Confucian culture has contributed to promote re-
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gional cooperation. However, being formed over 2000 years ago, Confucian culture al-
so has had elements that are inconsistent with present time, such as the ideas of hier-
archy, royalism and shame, etc. These elements have been somewhat contrary to the
common goal of the region in building equality, mutual benefit and mutual
trust. Consequently, in the process of East Asian integration, we should exploit Confu-
cianfavorable conditions and avoid unfavorable ones to make it contribute its wisdom to
regional integration greatly.

Keywords: Confucianism; East Asia; integration; common culture
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