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From Benign Actions to Regional Leadership: The
Brazilian Diplomacy to the South

American Landlocked Countries
André S. Siffert®

Abstract ; Since the election of the Brazilian leftist party in 2003 , Brazil has pro-
gressively raised its status as a strong South American regional leader and now plays
various roles globally. Interestingly , by increasing its diplomatic means, Brazil is able
enhance South America as a whole. Some questions are considered throughout this re-
search ; Why did the Brazilian leaders give up using coercive power? What motivations
can best explain the Brazilian leadership in the South American region? This article
argues that while Brazil has aspired to be a regional leader, it has used less coercive
power against Bolivia and Paraguay. Brazil has used South America institutions as a
tool of diplomacy to promote regional integration and strengthening democracy.

Keywords: benign action ; Brazil ; Paraguay ; Bolivia

@® PhD Candidate, School of International & Public Affairs, Jilin University.
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