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China and Africa;Prospects for Symmetry in South — South
Transnational Higher Education Partnershipsand

Sustainable Development
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Abstract: Transnational higher education partnership plays an important role in
national and sub — national development and societal well — being of African coun-
tries. While there are critiques to the Northern — governed assistance to higher educa-
tion for development in Africa,the South — South collaboration based on mutuality and
reciprocity offers a highly regarded pathway to sustainable development. China’s bilat-
eral transnational partnerships emphasize symmetrical accords and principles of com-

plementarity , equality , and shared benefits , which represents the core of South — South
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cooperation. The asymmetrical relationships that long characterized North — South part-
nerships will be remodeled by China — Africa Transnational Higher Education Partner-
ship in favor of near — symmetry , which will also offer a new framework of international
cooperation defined by the principle of mutuality and sustainable development.
Keywords : soft power; sustainable development; South — South cooperation;

transnational partnerships; symmetric / asymmetric
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