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Confucianism and Vietnamese

Cultural Characteristics
Nguyen Ngoc Tho®

Abstract: Vietnam is regarded as one country of Chinese cultural circle and its
culture includes local culture and foreign culture. The main sources of foreign culture
are China, India, France, Russia, U. S. and so on. Vietnam is most influenced by
Chinese culture. In  Chinese culture, the most important is Confucian-

ism. Confucianism deeply impacts Vietnam’s political and social affairs. Along with the

@ Lecturer of culture studies, University of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNU - HCMC.



118 FESHF $£=4#F

development of Confucianism in Vietnam, Confucianism is also influenced by the local
culture. Overall, China’s Confucianism and Vietnam’s indigenous culture are differ-
ences in the character of culture. While, the two cultures later accepted each otherand
integrate to create Vietnamese culture.

Keywords: Confucianism; cultural character; local culture; foreign culture; in-

tegration; negative; refraction
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